
British School Pisa Group
December Issue 1

Welcome to our 1st issue 
of the British School Pisa 
Group newspaper.

he British School Pisa 
Group has 4 schools:

Pontedera, Pisa Centre, 
Montacchiello, Lucca 
and our Cambridge 
Exam Centre.

We are very happy to 
share our classroom 
activities, news, events, 
ideas and promotions 
with you every month.

We hope you enjoy 
reading this newspaper.

Please remember that 
many articles have been 
written by our students.

hey have also enjoyed 
collaborating together on 
different projects.

We believe that we have 
to create an environment 
where learning can take 
place and where all 
students can learn.
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TOP 10 SINGERS IN 
EUROPE

he best singer of this 
month is Lewis Capaldi

By: Ianira Beccani & Giulia 
Fioretti

1. Lewis Capaldi: someone 
you loved

2. Ed Sheehan: perfect

3. Adele: hello

4.Harry Styles: sing of the 
times

5.Alvaro Soler: soia

6. Vasco Rossi: albachiara

7. Enrique Iglesias: 
bailando

8. Zara Larsson: ain't my 
fault

9. James Arthur: say you 
won't let go

10. Ultimo: sogni appesi

OUR TEENS TOP 10 AND 

TALENT NIGHT
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Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing this letter 
regarding an article that 
was recently published 
in your magazine. In this 
article it is claimed that 
pop music is useless to 
people's lives. I would 
like to put forward the 
reasons why this theory 
is incorrect.

he irst fact that has been 
pointed out is that pop 
music does not enrich the 
listener's musical 
knowledge, as it is based 
on rather simple and 
catchy rhythms. In my 
opinion, this statement is 
exaggerated. In fact, many 
pop musicians are 
constantly researching 
new sounds and, 
promoting the 
development of the 
musical world.
 Secondly, in the article it 
is argued that pop music 
does not communicate a 
good set of values, 
whereas more oten it 
transmits negative 

messages to young people. 
However, there is no 
denying the fact that the 
beneit of pop music is its 
capability of reaching the 
masses. Fortunately, a 
great part of 
contemporary pop 
musicians uses this 
beneit to give good 
examples of moral 
actions.
 Nowadays, people get 
more and more 
inluenced by mass 
media. he great aspect of 
pop music is that it is able 
to reach as many people 
as other medias, but it 
still is a work of art. 
herefore, it might be a 
potential way to 
communicate to people 
more genuine values, 
which are the result of an 
artistic process. 
Furthermore, pop music 
mirrors the 
characteristics and 
changes of today's society, 
like in the past classical 
music or architectural 
works used to be.

Hoping that this letter 
may have been useful,

Yours faithfully,

Giulia Fulceri

THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSIC
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From Boney M. To 
Zanillya

hey are Euro-Caribbean 
vocal group, formed in 
1976 in the west Germany.

heir record producer is 
frank farient.

hey were an R&B group 
composed of ive people:
 Liz Ritchell ( 1952) 
(1948)
 Marcia Barrett from 
Jamaica
 Bobby Farrell from 
Aruba ( 1948-2010 )
 Maizie Williams from 
Monserrat ( 1951 )
 Reggie Tsiboe ( 1950 ) 
from Ghana ( Kumasi )

 he daughter of Bobby 
Farrell her name is 
Zanillya Farrel.

She has started to carve 
out her own space in the 
music scene, releasing 
inspired, R&B-inlected 
tracks that touch on self 
conidence, mental 
health, the life of an artist, 

and empowerment.

With only her fourth ever 
single,"the name in it 4 a 
lifetime", Zanillya is 
making a positive impact 
in the world.

By:

Alessandro Arsì
 Antonio Stoppelli
 Nina Rapetti
 Natalia Chiesa

MUSIC REVIEW
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Many of us have heard 
about the Gaza strip and 
know that the people of 
Gaza are forced to live in 
situations with no 
freedom of movement 
and in isolation due to 
border restrictions 
surrounding it. he siege 
makes learning English 
very difficult, and the 
economic situation 
means children lack 
access to effective 
teaching materials. 
However, only this year, 
ater watching an 
inspiring talk by Nick 
Bilbrough, did I discover 
an organisation that 
makes it possible for the 
children in Gaza to 
connect with the outside 
world.

Nick is the founder of the 
Hands Up Project who 
started connecting online 
with a small group of 
children in Gaza for weekly 
storytelling sessions 3 years 
ago. Since then, the Hands 
Up Project now works with 
over thirty different groups 
in Gaza, in the Occupied 

West Bank, and in Zaatari 
refugee camp for Syrian 
children in Jordan. Now as 
many as 500 kids a week 
connect to volunteers 
around the world who 
work in collaboration with 
the local teacher to tell 
stories to each other, to 
play games and to do other 
activities to help them 
bring the English to life.he 
stories that these children 
create are so inspiring that 
when asked to be a judge in 
a play competition for the 
project with over 180 
entries, I jumped at the 
chance. he plays that the 
children of Gaza created 
were every moving as many 
of them describe the 
realities of their 
situation.However, they 
end with strong positive 
messages that show us how 
important it is to ight for 
what we believe in life and 
no matter how difficult, 
never give up that hope or 
stop trying to follow your 
dreams. We all have a lot to 
learn from them and 
watching these plays has 

put many things in my life 
into perspective.
 Just before Xmas last year, 
a group of 9-year-old 
students from the British 
School Pisa Mopi did a 
short remote play live for 
different groups of children 
around Gaza who also did 
a remote play for them. It 
was an amazing 
experience, as despite all 
the difficulties these kids 
face, they were so happy 
and enthusiastic to watch 
and talk to our students 
and the whole experience 
was inspiring.

THE HANDS UP 
PROJECT IS A TRUE 
EXAMPLE OF HOW 
TECHNOLOGY CAN 
ACTUALLY BE USED 
TO CONNECT PEOPLE 
FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD BUT AT THE 
SAME TIME 

THE HANDS UP PROJECT
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ENHANCES 
CREATIVITY

In Massa and Carrara 
area it is raining

In Luccaarea it is cold

In Pistoia area it is 
cloudy

In Prato area it is warm 
and sunny

In Florence area it is 
raining and very cold

In Arezzo area it is 
windy and cloudy

InSiena area it is windy 
and foggy

In Pisa area it is very 
very cold and raining

In Grosseto area the 
climate is misty

In Livorno area it is 
cloudy and sunny

BY, 
Davide,Alice,Giulia,Al‐
berto,Delia,Ludovico

WHAT'S THE WEATHER 
LIKE?



7British School Pisa Group

Nowadays people need to 
travel abroad much more 
than they used to in the 
past, though sometimes 
they are still pretty 
reluctant when it comes to 
leaving their own 
countries.

In this essay, I am going to 
explain two reasons why it 
is important to travel 
abroad, highlighting 
which one is more 
beneicial.

In the irst place, an 
immediate way of 
discovering a country is to 
become familiar with its 
monuments and 
artworks. In fact, visiting 
artistical and historical 
attractions not only 
widens people's 
knowledge, but it also 
represents a useful chance 
of understanding 
traditions and costumes 
of a country. his kind of 
knowledge is also 
completely different from 
the one available in 

books.

A more profound reason 
why travelling abroad is 
so beneicial is that it 
enlarges people's views of 
the world. Indeed, people 
who have never travelled 
abroad might sometimes 
result close-minded. 
Instead, as today the 
world has become 
"globalised", becoming 
more aware of other 
realities, including the 
furthest ones, is essential.

herefore, an experience 
in a foreign country is a 
great opportunity to learn 
how to adapt to any kind 
of situations.

In conclusion, today 
having an experience 
abroad is fundamental 
from every point of view. 
It raises people's proile in 
case of a job application as 
well as gives them the 
chance of acquiring a 
wider knowledge of the 
culture of a country. 

However, the most 
important beneit 
somebody can get from 
an experience abroad is 
gaining a new open-
minded mentality, which 
surely enables people to 
be more prepared for 
different occasions.

BY CAE STUDENT 
( FROM ADVANCED 
TRAINER)

OPINION ESSAY: TRAVELLING 
ABROAD
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WE LOVE ANIMALS!!
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Our kids love animals. 

Talking about animals 
and pets they like is oten 
used in class and to create 
small projects.

 his week Carmen 
brought her cute dog to 
school and her starters 
class talked about pets 
and produced sentences 
using the vocabulary from 
the mind map.
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L'uso della tecnologia in 
classe sta diventando 
sempre più 
predominante.

Quando non sono a 
scuola, la maggior parte 
di ciò che gli studenti 
fanno è collegata in 
qualche modo alla 
tecnologia.

Attraverso l'integrazione 
della tecnologia in aula, 
gli insegnanti saranno in 
grado di entrare in 
maggior contatto con gli 
studenti e mantenere la 
loro attenzione. Questo 
farà la differenza tra uno 
studente che si rende 
partecipe all'istruzione e 
vede i beneici 
dell'apprendimento, e 
uno che continua a vedere 
l'istruzione come 
qualcosa che è costretto a 
sopportare.

 Gli studenti preferiscono 
la tecnologia perché 
credono che ciò renda 
l'apprendimento più 
interessante e divertente.

Materie che gli studenti 
vedono come troppo 
difficili o noiose, possono 
diventare più interessanti 
attraverso lezioni virtuali, 
video, o l'uso degli 
dispositivi elettronici.

 Quasi tutte le 
applicazioni permettono 
di personalizzare le 
istruzioni. Gli studenti 
possono quindi imparare 
a seconda dei loro bisogni 
e abilità.

Questa forma di 
insegnamento è inoltre 
ottima per gli insegnanti 
perché da modo di 
lavorare individualmente 
con studenti che magari 
hanno difficoltà.

Studi dimostrano che 
usare la tecnologia per 
aiutare studenti con 
difficoltà può avere un 
profondo effetto non solo 
sulle loro capacità di 
apprendimento, ma anche 
sulla loro autostima. 
Inoltre ricerche 
dimostrano che 

l'apprendimento 
multimediale accresce in 
maniera sostanziale il 
processo di 
immagazzinamento delle 
materie studiate.

Siamo tutti d'accordo che 
l'istruzione sia 
importante oggi, quindi 
perché non migliorarla 
sempre di più a beneicio 
delle generazioni future?

 Chi lo sa, magari il 
Leonardo Da Vinci 
dell'era digitale potrebbe 
essere proprio vostro 
iglio.....

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM
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USING APPS

MENTIMETER

SEESAW

TECHNOLOGY IN OUR CLASSROOMS

EDMODO
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'Laboratorio di 
Bigiotteria con 
Materiale di Recupero'

Nell'era della raccolta 
differenziata, c'é molta 
attenzione rivolta a 
proteggere il nostro 
pianeta dalla dispersione 
della plastica 
nell'ambiente. I nostri 
laboratori di bigiotteria 
realizzata con materiale 
di Recupero, hanno 
l'obbiettivo di 

sensibilizzare bambini e 
ragazzi al recupero 

creativo della plastica. 
Bottiglie di plastica per 
l'acqua e per i saponi 
liquidi, si trasformano 
assieme a componenti 
metalliche in orecchini, 
girocolli ed anelli, 
realizzati 
seguendosemplici linee 
geometriche, spesso 
rispettando colori e 
forme dei materiali 
originari. Alcuni oggetti 
vengono decorati 
utilizzando smaltiper le 
unghie.

RECYCLING WORKSHOPS
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YOGA IN ENGLISHSTORYTELLING

EVENTS

HALLOWEEN
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Some people say they 
recycling waste is the 
best way to save the 
environment. Write an 
essay about how useful 
and effective recycling 
waste is, describing the 
positive and negative 
aspects.

Many people think that 
recycling waste is one of 
the best ways to improve 
your environment. In this 
essay, we are going to talk 
about how useful and 
effective it is. So what are 
the positive and the 
negative things about 
recycling waste?

How easy is to recycle 
waste? We can't always 
recycle all the waste 
because there are some 
materials that can be 
recycled but some others 
that can't. For example, 
plastic even if nowadays 
there are excellent ways to 
recycle it, unfortunately, 
it can't all be recycled 
100%.

 How useful is it to recycle 
waste? Recycling waste is 
very useful for the 
environment because it 
helps us to reduce using 
other raw materials. Most 
people think that 
recycling waste is 
extremely important to 
recover the rubbish and 
help our environment.

It's a known fact that 
recycling waste is 
important, and I totally 
agree but I think that we 
must also commit and try 
in every possible way to 
not use too many things 
made of materials that 
can't be recycled all and 
100%. Anyway, I think 
that recycling waste plays 
a crucial role in saving 
our planet.

Written by

MARIA ENRICA DE 
LELLIS

10 YEARS OLD

RECYCLING WASTE
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CLIL PROJECTS

THE PLANETS

SAVE THE PLANET
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Learn to Code Using 
Swit Curriculum

Learn to Code 1

By solving puzzles in a 
dynamic 3D puzzle world, 
students will develop a set 
of coding skills to build up 
their basic programming 
vocabulary. heir coding 
journey begins with simple 
commands, functions, and 
loops. From the start, 
they'll write real Swit 
code-the same code used 
by real programmers.
 hey'll Create a portfolio 
and peer to peer review in 
Seesaw to save their work 
and collaborate both in and 
out of the classroom.

Lesson 0-Getting Started

Introduction to Computer 
Science and goals of course

Lesson 1-hink Like a 
Computer: Commands 
and Sequences

Learn about commands 
and sequences in everyday 
situations, then code using 
commands and sequences

Lesson 2-hinklike a 
Detective: Debugging

Learn about debugging in 
an everyday situation, then 
debug with code

Lesson 3-
hinkEfficiently: 
Functions and Bit of 
Loops
Learn about the use of 
functions and for loops in 
an everyday situation, then 
code using functions for 
loops
Review and Relect
Review Lessons 1 through 
3, review portfolios, and 
create a community with 
peer-to-peer review

Lesson 4-hinking 
Logically: Conditional 
Code

Learn about the use of 
conditional code, 
Booleans, and logical 
operators, then code using 
conditional code, 
Booleans, and logical 
operators.

Lesson 5-hink Again 

and Again:While Loops

Learn about the use of 
while loops in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
while loops

Lesson 6-hink the 
Same Idea: Algorithms

Learn about the use of 
algorithms in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
algorithms
Review and Relect
Review coding concepts 
from Lessons 3 through 6, 
continue relection on 
portfolios, and continue 
community experience

Learn to Code 2

Students will build on their 
fundamental knowledge of 
Swit. hey'll journey 
beyond simply solving 
puzzles and create worlds 
of their own. hey'll learn 
about variables and types, 
the coding constructs that 
allow them to store and 
access information. hese 
new skills, along with 
initialization and 
parameters, will give them 

APP CODING COURSE FOR TEENS
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even more ways to use code 
to interact with their 
characters and the puzzle 
world, allowing them to 
change the rules of the 
world itself.

Lesson 7-hink Like a 
NewsBot: Variables
Learn about the use of 
variables in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
variables

Lesson 8-hink Like an 
Architect: Types
 Learn about the use of 
types in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
types and initialization

Lesson 9-hink 
Speciically: Parameters
 Learn about the use of 
parameters in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
parameters

Lesson 10-hink 
Organized: Arrays

Learn about the use of 
arrays in an everyday 
situation, then code using 
arrays
Milestone Project.
 Students build their own 
worlds using the concepts 
learned throughout the 
program, creating a story 
to go with the world. hey 
relect on what they've 
learned using both their 
portfolios and the 

community peer-to-peer 
review.

App Design.
 Students go through a 
design cycle that focuses on 
prototyping, much like the 
process that professional 
app developers go through.
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PER PRENOTARE 
TUTTI I NOSTRI 
EVENTI E LEZIONI:

 https://www.british‐
schoolmopi.it/eventi-
pisa/

British School Mopi

EVENTI E NOVITA' A 
DICEMBRE



22 British School Pisa Group

British School Pisa

British School Pontedera
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British School Pisa è un 
Centro Autorizzato 
Platinum per le 
certiicazioni Cambridge 
nella Regione Toscana e 
svolge una media di 4000 
esami ogni anno 
scolastico.

Per iscirizione agli esami Cambridge: 
www.britishschoolpisa.it
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 
ALL OUR TEACHERS


